uN BURNET, frst postmaster ot 
Newark, would be vastly aston 
Shed‘ he were to walk nto the 
Birl Bulding through the en 
Peden nearest. Franklin street For 
rane yianda the Mailomat, a machine 
Decent that He will accept coins 
p eiatever postage you wish to 
then, at the tura of a knob, i 
D siamp and mail your letters 
John Burnet, like all Newark's post- 
masters until about 1850, kept the 
i olie in hs stare. His appoint- 
Dot m 1790 was Newark’s fist ex- 
perience of Federal patronage. His 
Biten Dr. Wiliam Burnet, was a 
friend of President Washington, hav- 
ing been. Surgeon General of the 
Army. Burnet's store, where the 
Kinney | building now stands, was 
droas Market street Trom the Tavern. 
‘rom Newark the mail was carried 
to Philadelphia by the “Excellent 
Running Machines” which made the 
trip in a day, driving the four shifts of 
fares to exhaustion, ‘There were no 
home delivery oF mail as we know it. 
Citizens who expected letters called 
for them, unless they were picked up 
ty friends, or carried to their houses 
by enterprising little boys who ex 
pected to be well paid for thelr 
rouble, After” "Wood's Newark 
Gazette” began publication, letters 
not called for were advertised in the 


newspapers. 


ETEEN 


DOSTAL service in New Jersey in 
he days of Newark's first postmaster 
Ís thus described in The Newark Daily 
Advertiser of about 100 years ago: 
‘In 1791 there were only six offices 

in New Jersey—Newark, Elizabeth- 
town, Bridgetown (Rahway), Bruns- 

wick, Princeton and ‘Trenton, The 
total of their receipts, for the year 
ending October 5, 1791, was $530, of 
which the postmasters received 
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The Early Mails 


General Store at ‘Four Corners" 
Subbed as Post Office 
Days of City's Postal Service 


BY MIRIAM STUDI 
Principat New Jersey History Librarian, Newark Publie Library 


annazaion to 
ert of service in 1096. 


First 


$108.20 leaving $421.80 as the net 

‘This regular mail service 

lished so soon after the end 
Revolution meant a great deal to 
Newark. During the war the passage 
Of letters had been sudly disrupted; 
the post boys, riding horseback with 
the mail in saddlebags had to detour 
far back in the country, to escape the 
Red Costs. A letter from a young 
woman who lived in Basking Ridge 
during the last days of the century 
described the local mail man. 

He wore a blue coat with yellow 
buttons, scarlet vest, leather breeches, 
blue yarn stockings, a red wig and a 
cocked hat, As be rode along on 
horseback or in his sulky he occupied 
the time knitting a pair of stockings! 
These mail men were not paid by the 
‘government in the earliest days, they 
Were in business for themselves, and 
Carried letters, packages and news- 
papers at varying rates. Letters ac- 
Companying packages went free; the 
Weekly newspapers were carried for 
A certain amount per quarter, §2 for 
Essex County subscribers. 


JOHN BURNET ran the Newark post 
Sffice 14 years and went out of office 
‘long with other Federalists when 
Jefferson became President, Matthias 
Day, whose store was a few doors 
South, at the corer of Mechanic 
Street (now Edison place) became 
postmaster in 1804, and served 30 
years. Later during his term he 
moved to a building about where 
Raymond boulevard now crosses 
Broad street. Postmasters were then 
paid on a percentage basis; in Mr. 
Day's last year he earned $1,501.86, 
out of which he paid rent, fuel, lights, 
stationery and clerk hire, 

‘The fact that Benjamin Franklin, 


(Continued on Following Page) 


is second Federal Building it a great hole 
în the ground, vacant these 12 years, at Broad and Academy 
streets. Oddly unbalanced style of Romanesque architecture was 
‘tributed to fact that the building, dedicated in 1898, wos 
designed for another city and thet Newark got only half of it- 


vel oat IY 


Te cea a 
Bey Masia General Cummings, the 
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his contract 
men, he decided to investigate the 


Bice kimss Some one tipped off 
oe poner and be warned tne sake 
Sines Wita Giacom Groner 88 8 
Egen the. sage Turehed fori- 
Thi scree the meadows. Mr. 
Granger remonstrated; te driver 
na Brn. He MUST drive fst; he 
ved the United States mall Me 
Granger alighted back and Blue all 
Gren the Tavern at Newark’ Four 
inert 
Newarke city government had 
ten organized for a dozen years be 
Tore the post office bad any home 
ter tha the shop of whatever man 
tras postndster In the 1830s a room 
ws et aaide for the post office in 
The Library Hal, itor the New 
ark Library Association in 1847. By 
this time one great improvement had 
Been effected. Tne United States had 
egun the use of postage stamps, the 
Gist of these being Issued in 1847. 


£ Privately printed, they were a 10-cent 


Ine engraved with the Stuart paint 
Ing of Washington and a Scent issue 
Dearing Franklin's portrait 

Envelopes alao came into use while 
{he Post Office ocruped the Liars 
Hal “Orgy eters were simp 
folded and sealed with wax, the ad 
dresa being writen on the outage 
Tntrodued from France in 1842 en. 
slopes were int considered a freaks 
ish fad thet would not last. For a 
Jong time it was not thought polite ta 
tte envelopes in private” terre 
‘spondence, Before 1847 the proper, 
ment of postage was option acd 
lettet postage was rated not by weight. 
but by distance and by number of 
Sheets of paper used, 2 
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Steer ar in series me know cor after Wor War Ithe airmail service December 18. 1B. Gani 
aan gue wile the Fost developed," intendent „of Air Mal Sa 
ae Tana oe An Fea Merny piayed on mgoriant part DA Joma, a 
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$ Field to Cleveland, Chap 
ie free ity delivery did not come group of officials witnessed the very 3 
inl Giv War time. first fight from a polo field along Washington. They bear the le 


“i TRAO there were 20 carriers and the Potomac on May 18, 1918. The Sember 8 and the cancalan 
ao icra in the oifice. The square New York end of the fight was at “Eastern Terminal, Air Mall eg 
Mose building was already badly Belmont Park in Long Inland, and Newark; N: J. = 
crowded, and the Board of Trade and letters were carried at 24 cents an at the Newark Post Offce wai 

Stamped during the brit tint 


‘approved in 1890, construction on the became interested. An aerial mail employees were based at the 
‘same site began in 1894 and the build- service committee was formed to raise and 23 more were employed i 
ing was completed in 1898, $25,000 to build an airport. Failing general airmail warehouse in Ne 
The Romanesque style building to collect more than $8,000, they con- Western flights Became 
ee ee a Cru Ou ee E E e 
patente eam E ree 
Se m aena a 
Ely Also na ome bas ever been aie T` November ‘Charley Lo Stanton, (now MitChel Feld) as a 
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aa cheperstone laying. If there is ice, arrived to supervise the final Mr. Heller did not empii 
Each «sons mat imbedded in preparatiens, and on oer eeinber ine New York lo WAN 
the wals o one ofthe Newark saim. hares Wo rents: moet a the air mall waa discontinued 
Ping Pils for the limetone wag Belmont Park tea Gok acd chatoa of cone, os Ma 
Pelar Ml migo meme oan Soue wa mo 
find was a hu; ke Aarya, 2, and Newark 
{nd wer t buge sone eagle, resued OW hand to greet tne arrival ot tne coe Ot 
Davidson of Upper Montclair. Comey St mail for Heller Field on until Neware 
Rot rley, uncle ml mber 6, were. 1929. 
Eire Tornes baaa °C ti T,- Joma: Senat tt ne ge 
s masaga ai Jobn, Sinnott and Teodore Fa 
inger, chairman, of Newark. Aas 
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